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Overview: Kelp and sediment in 
Sussex
Vast kelp beds once stretched along 40km of the Sussex coast 

This essential habitat served as shelter, feeding and breeding ground for many species such as 
seahorses, cuttlefish, lobster, sea bream and bass. The healthy kelp beds also improved water 
quality by filtering nutrients, helped protect the coast by absorbing wave power and acted as a 
carbon conveyor by transferring carbon from the atmosphere into long-term sediment stores. 

Today just 4% of these kelp beds still exist 

From the late 1980s, the amount of kelp declined sharply and now over 95% has disappeared, 
destroyed by increasing storm intensity, land run-off, trawling and dredging.  

Removing pressures on the kelp beds to allow them to recover

While many factors may have contributed to the loss of the Sussex kelp beds, trawling with 
bottom-towed gear is a factor that’s manageable.  This form of fishing is particularly harmful    
as it involves dragging heavy weighted nets across the sea floor to catch fish, but in the     
process other creatures and plants on the seabed can be removed or destroyed.  

In March 2021, the Sussex Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (IFCA) introduced the 
Nearshore Trawling Byelaw. This prohibits the use of bottom towed gear (trawling) from over 
300 km2 of seabed, to protect essential fish and shellfish habitats and help the kelp beds 
recover.

This is a vital first step towards the restoration of the Sussex kelp beds but other factors, such as 
high levels of sediment, may also hinder its return.

The Sussex Kelp Restoration Project 

Following introduction of the Nearshore Trawling Byelaw, the Sussex Kelp Restoration Project
(SKRP) was formed as a collaboration of national and local organisations with a mission to 
“champion, study and facilitate the restoration of Sussex kelp to support a thriving and 
sustainable marine ecosystem”.

The SKRP is working to help restore the historic kelps beds through collaborative research, 
community engagement and minimisation of other barriers on kelp recovery. 

Increased sediment levels were quickly identified as a key factor that could prevent kelp beds 
from recovering. Consequently, the SKRP is undertaking a series of activities to explore the 
causes and impacts of sedimentation. This includes hosting a stakeholder workshop in 
September 2021, undertaking a desk-based scoping study and gathering evidence from local sea 
users. This will feed into further stakeholder engagement to identify priority actions to reduce 
sediment inputs from its key sources.

What is sedimentation? 

Sedimentation is a naturally occurring process that involves organic or inorganic particles being 
carried from one place to another by erosion, water, wind or ice. It can also be caused by 
human activity such as farming, dredging, trawling and urban development. Man-made sources 
can be particularly harmful as they may involve larger or more frequent volumes of sediment or 
particles containing toxins. In many parts of the world, increased levels of sedimentation and 
nutrient loading has been linked to the loss of kelp forests.
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Overview: Survey summary
Gathering information from Sussex sea users

To understand the effect that sediment may have on the growth of kelp (as well as its impact on 
local fisheries, marine life and recreational activities), the SKRP is gathering data on its sources 
and impacts. A wealth of information is held by Sussex sea users, many of whom are active in, 
on or near the sea at least once a week and have been doing so for many years. 

An online survey (Appendix I) was broadcast in early 2022. This invited Sussex sea users to 
record their observations on any changes in the type and level of sediment they may have seen 
over the years, the location of any changes to sediment and its impacts. 

The online survey was promoted via email and social media to: local sailing, rowing, diving, 
swimming, kayaking and angling clubs and outlets; commercial fishermen via a feature in Fishing 
News (Appendix II); and existing SKRP networks.  The survey was launched at the end of January 
2022 and closed on 28th February 2022.  This report is a summary of its observations.  

What we learned

• 129 people responded to the survey.
• The majority (60%) of respondents are regular sea users, spending time on, in or by the sea 

most days (24%) or at least once a week (36%).
• 67% of respondents had noticed a change (of which 90% saw an increase) in the amount of 

sediment in one or more coastal environments - in the water, on the seabed, in rockpools. 
• ‘In the water’ was the environment where a change to sediment was most observed (57% of all 

respondents). 41% of respondents observed a change to the amount of sediment on the 
seabed and 55% of those who’d listed rock pooling as an activity observed a change in chalk-
based rockpools.

• Silt was the most commonly seen texture of sediment observed, followed by ‘muddy’ and 
‘patchy’. 

• Changes are fairly recent - 58% of respondents observed changes in the last decade, with 34% 
of these seeing a change in the last couple of years. 

• Common locations where changes to sediment have been observed include:
• Brighton Marina to Salt Dean, 
• Selsey, Wittering and Bognor,
• Littlehampton, Lancing and Worthing. 

• Various sources of sediment were identified. Dredge spoil dumping was identified as the 
largest source of sediment by more people than other sources, followed by storm, aggregate 
dredging, rivers, trawling, land run-off, windfarm development and sewage.

• Respondents noted a number of impacts. The most commonly noted impact was a decline in 
marine life, followed by a decrease in enjoyment of sea-based activities.

• Some users observed impacts of reduced water quality and illness relating to sewage rather 
than sediment. 

• For many respondents, the changes to sediment they’d observed is a cause for concern, 
affecting their experience of the sea and, in some cases, their health.  Of particular concern 
was sewage and dredging near Brighton Marina.

• Broad support (89%) for the aims of the Nearshore Trawling Byelaw suggest that efforts to 
mitigate or reduce the causes and impacts of sediment would be supported by respondents. 
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Results: About the respondents

What sea-based activities respondents do

How often respondents are in, on or near the sea (% of respondents)

• Respondents to the survey live along 
the Sussex coast from Chichester in 
the west, to Rye in the east, with the 
largest number hailing from Brighton 
& Hove. 

• Some respondents live further 
inland, with London, Tunbridge 
Wells and even Oxford represented. 

• The majority of survey 
respondents are regular sea 
users, with 60% telling us they 
are in, on or near the sea 
from between once a week to 
most days of the year.

• The most popular activities are beach walking followed by sea swimming.
• Sea users enjoy multiple activities related to the sea, with 79% undertaking two or more activities 

and just over half (52%) participating in three or more. 
• All of those who ticked ‘other’ had an additional sea use related to work, including being a coastal 

engineer, a commercial skipper and a marine researcher.

Other: Arundel, Bexhill, Bosham, Burgess Hill, Crawley, 
Crowborough, Croydon, Devizes, East Grinstead, Gay 
Street, Guildford, Hailsham, Heathfield, Herstmonceux, 
Horley, Midhurst, Oxford, Portsmouth, Pulborough, 
Rustington, Rye, Steyning, Tunbridge Wells.

Number of respondents partaking in an activity

Most days, 
24%

At least once a 
week, 36%

At least once a 
month, 25%

Several times 
a year, 13%

Less than 6 times a year, 3%

How often are you in or on the waters of the 
Sussex coast?

Where respondents live (% of respondents)
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Results: Awareness and support 

73% 73% 89%
of respondents

were aware that Sussex 
had historic kelp beds

of respondents 
were aware of the 

Nearshore Trawling Byelaw

of respondents are 
supportive of the 

Nearshore Trawling Byelaw

“I want the sea kelp to recover as quickly as 
possible, to promote the wellbeing of the coastal 

waters and the creatures that live in them” 

“Allow habitats to re-establish 
and replenish fish stocks and 

diversity of marine life”

“Safe breeding 
grounds gives 

beach anglers a 
chance”

“I am totally against unsustainable 
fishing and a supporter of the recovery 

and protection of ecosystems”

“Reducing trawling will increase biodiversity, 
increase catchment for local fishermen and if good 

kelp banks develop, help mitigate storm effects 
from climate change”

“I want to see the restoration of sea 
life. I have dived on trawled beds and 
what is left behind is a marine desert”

“It’s not the trawling that is damaging the kelp, it’s 
something else in the water. That’s why it’s not 

growing anywhere off of Selsey” [Selsey has not been 
trawled due to its rocky seabed]

“Over the last 50 years the fishing in terms of fish 
numbers, fish size and variety of species has 

declined massively”

“Trawling is the most obvious destructive 
practice practiced inshore”

“It makes sense…as this protects local fisheries, local economy and builds 
resilience into maintaining local food supplies and related economies. 

Conversely there should be less need to source food from further afield, 
or abroad, or to use local money to buy expensive marine cuisine imports”

Some verbatims about why respondents were supportive (or not) 

We asked respondents to tell us if they were already aware of the 
historic kelp beds of Sussex or the Nearshore Trawling Byelaw, and 
whether they were supportive of the latter’s aims

“I remember the large amounts of kelp 
that often were washed up onto the 

beach and to have these occur again is 
not something that I would want” 

“Allowing the kelp beds to recover has so 
many environmental benefits”

“I have noticed a remarkable 
upturn in the abundance and 
variety of sea life around our 
shores since the ban came in” 

“Nesting Black Bream within the zone can now reproduce 
without threat to their nests, and other plants and 

animals and the general ecology can revive in time”
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In the water On the seabed In rockpools

Those aware of changes: 
• More people observed a change (either an increase or decrease) to the amount of sediment in 

the water than the other two environments, with 57% of survey respondents having seen this. 
• 41% of survey respondents saw a change to the amount of sediment on the seabed. 
• While just 34% of survey respondents saw a change in sediment in rockpools, this was over half 

(55%) of those who’d listed rock pooling as an activity they participate in. 
• While a handful of sea users reported seeing less sediment in an environment, the vast majority 

of those aware of changes saw an increase, with more than a half reporting they’d seen ‘a lot 
more’ sediment.

• Weather is likely to be a factor in the visibility of sediment with some users noting an increase in 
sediment following disturbed weather and a decrease in calmer conditions.

Those not aware of changes: 
• A large proportion of sea users were not aware of changes to sediment in one or more 

environments, and many had not observed changes in all three. A factor in this result may be 
the nature of the activities undertaken and whether they enable observation. 
• For example, just 26% of all sea swimmers saw an increase in sediment in the water 

versus 77% of all recreational sea fishers and 62% of all scuba and free divers. 
• Where sea users spend their time may also be a factor with some locations being potentially 

some distance from, or protected from, sources of sediment.  

Results: Changes to sediment volume
We asked respondents to tell us if they’d observed any changes to the 
amount of sediment they’d seen in three coastal environments:

”I haven’t seen changes, I’m 37 and been surfing and paddle boarding in the same spot since 
I was 12. I think the Newhaven Arm stops the long shore drift and thus the sediment coming 
into Seaford Bay.  This causes the beach to disappear because it’s not being replenished so 

Seaford is always having shingle brought in by trucks” 

“When calm for a couple of weeks I 
can see the bottom in 20 feet of water 

from a kayak off Bognor”

“Hard to tell because when I swim it’s inshore and 
is cloudy when the sea has been rough but clears 

up after a week or two of calmer weather”

A lot more 
20%

A bit more 
18%

Less
3%

Not aware
52%

Seabed

(% of total respondents.  No colour = No response)
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Results: Type and sources of sediment

For the 20 respondents who’d marked ‘other’ we asked what sources 
we’d missed. Sewage received the most mentions.

4%
13% 13%

38%
19% 14%

Gravel 
(>2mm)

Sand & 
gravel 

mixtures

Silt 
(very fine, but not 

sticky)

Muddy 
(sticky/

cohesive)

Patchy 
(varied sediment 
types in a single 

location)

What was the type of sediment observed? 

Sand

“Poor water quality with Combined 
Sewage Overflows discharging to the sea”

“The elephant in the room - raw sewage”

“Water quality is generally better and 
more fish inshore since Bognor’s sewage 

pipe stopped discharging” 

• Overwhelmingly, silt was identified 
as the type of sediment seen.

We asked respondents to tell us what they thought the main sources of 
sediment were, and what was the largest source of sediment in Sussex.
• Storm disturbance was viewed as a driver of sediment by the greatest number of respondents.
• The source seen by most people as ‘the largest source of sediment’ was dredge spoil dumping.
• Windfarm development was the least identified source of sediment.  

Number of respondents selecting a source of sediment, the largest source of sediment and not   
a source from a list of prompted sources 

Mentions of other sources by number of respondents
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Results: Observations on sediment

“It stinks”

“Oily, pumped straight 
out of the marina ”

“There seems to be plenty of 
fine silt in the water. This 

makes it cloudy & brownish” 

“Sediments at Sovereign Harbour smell 
bad, probably due to the discharge of 
sewage to the West of the harbour.”

“Sediment is over the 
seabed and doesn't move 

away, been like it for years”

“It’s easily disturbed and stays in 
suspension in the water for days”

Some respondents provided observations on how it looks or behaves

“Sediment build up has hugely increased in the 
entrances to Sovereign Harbour, Brighton Marina 
and Gosport Marina making them inaccessible at 

low water springs at LW +/- 2 hours” 

“It tends to 
congregate 
together”

“The amount of sediment you see as a diver varies 
from year to year, so hard to say if there is more or 
less. But I do know it is always worse when there is 
underwater engineering in progress, new pipelines, 

wind farms, dredging, etc.”

“I have noted the nutrification of 
Pagham Harbour as evidenced by the 

algal growth on the grasses”

“The [increasing] frequency 
of cliff falls from Beachy 

Head… leading to suspended 
chalk in the water visible up 

to 1/4 mile after a fall”

“Too much seabed disturbance west of Selsey Bill that 
works its way around the area, causing poor visibility and 

high turbidity. From gravel extraction to dumping of dredge, 
bottom trawling, to multiple rivers flowing into the sea”

Further observations on how sediment appears and thoughts on causes

“Whenever shingle is 
replaced on the beaches 

it is full of gritty dirt”

“In some areas in Bracklesham 
Bay underneath the sand there 

is black gunge.”

“When Brighton Marina is dredged you can 
see sediment drifting along the coast and 

onto the beaches to the East of the Marina”

“Flood tide dredging in Shoreham Harbour 
entrance deposits silt on Kinston beach”

“It has a shine 
on the top of it 
a bit like fuel ”

“These are very subjective and 
really should rely on evidence and 
not opinion.  Not all material in the 

water column will be sediment but a 
layman won't know this”

“Dredging aggregate has had a detrimental 
effect on cancer pegurus since the 70s.  I 

believe capital dredging in Portsmouth for 
aircraft carriers and Southampton container 

ships has had a catastrophic affect on the 
local ecology stretching as far as Dungeness”

“Four weeks ago we lost a heavy rubber 
bucket overboard at my mooring in 

Brighton. Due to sedimentation clouding 
the water I was unable to retrieve it until a 

month later. On retrieving it we were 
surprised to measure 2" of fairly firm silt in 

the bottom of the bucket”
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Results: Location and timescale of changes

When were changes to sediment first observed? (Number of respondents)

• Changes are fairly 
recent;  third (34%) of 
respondents have seen 
changes in the last 
couple of years.

• 59% of survey 
respondents have 
observed a change in 
the last decade. 

Where have changes to sediment been observed? 

• 80 respondents gave the location where changes to sediment had been observed, with some 
providing details of multiple sites.

• Each location is represented by a pin on the map below (along with other details provided).

Explore the interactive map 

• Changes have been observed across the Sussex 
coast. 

• The following areas had a greater share of pins 
than elsewhere: 
• Brighton Marina to Salt Dean
• Selsey, Whittering and Bognor
• Littlehampton, Lancing and Worthing. 
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“I fish here every day. Over the last 12 months I have been 
upset by the amount of dredging silt dumped inshore.... 

Especially as I watch the tides push it straight back”

“As soon as sediment 
decreases we find dramatic 

increases in growth of kelp & 
other plant life”

“The silt blocks out sunlight and 
decreases the oxygen. Coating breeding 
areas and nesting sites moving fish that 
have been coming to this area for years 

to other areas”

“Reduction of crustaceans due to loss of habitat. 
Subsequent reduction of fish species which used 

to prey on the shrimps and prawns.  Sewage 
smell from Eastbourne treatment plant”

”All marine life over the reef has reduced 
but most noticeable are the lack of lobsters 

inhabiting the gully’s and crevices in the 
rockpools that are now regularly full of silt”

”Lack of light has effected the whole area 
over the last thirty years and ear infections 
have increased dramatically in the past few 

years amongst the public using the sea”

“Over 17 years we have been diving, 
along the shore at Selsey a noticeable 

decline in lobsters, crabs plus fish 
species. The closer you get to the shore 

the worse it is”

“There was a small kelp forest off-shore from the 
Pagham harbour mouth, that is long gone, 

replaced by seasonal stringy algae and mini-kelp 
that get covered by bio-growth very quickly due 

to excess nutrients and then dies off”

We asked respondents to tell us about any impacts to marine species, 
habitats, fisheries, recreational activities, or human health they believe 
are directly related to any changes in sediment levels or types they 
observed. 

Results: Observations on impacts

“Chichester harbour is now permanently 
overrun/suffocated by algae. It used to 
die back in the winter, (along with the 
larger seal colony) this has caused the 
Flounder population to be decimated”

“Sea fishing (Angling) from Sussex coastline in 
Shoreham, Littlehampton and elsewhere, is 

terrible these days. There are no fish left, not 
even mackerel!  Where have the fish gone?”

Number of mentions citing a negative impact• 44% of respondents noted a number of 
impacts. Nearly half of these (49%) noted 
a decline in marine life.

• 26% noted a decline in the enjoyment of 
their activity (such as reduced visibility 
when diving or swimming, smell or 
looking unsightly).

• 11% noted an impact to human health 
such as ear infections, 11% noted 
pollution including sewage and 4% noted 
an impact to their livelihood.
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“Sediment reduces visibility for 
freediving, and changes the amount 
and type of marine life: the presence 
of different species depends on their 

requirements of kelp and visibility (and 
suspended sediment destroys both)”

“Rock gullies and pools on the reef between Brighton and Newhaven 
seem worst affected by increased sediment. Firstly it changes the 

nature of the substrate from gravel/sand to silty mud…a less favourable 
habitat for traditional rock pool species. Secondly the trapped silt is 
lifted into suspension by very slight swells, causing longer periods of 

turbidity and a subsequent decrease in photosynthetic weed growth”

“Much more sediment on the 
lobster pots. We fish from 

Shoreham Harbour westwards and 
the effect is pretty general, 
especially inside of 6 miles”

”Sediment dredged out of Shoreham Harbour by 
the larger dredger has been deposited only 800 
meters from the entrance on the up coming tide 
meaning the silt washes down across the Jennie 

Ground to the east of the harbour cutting out 
the light and restricting growth”

”The 20 odd Scallop trawlers using Shoreham as a base are 
not only smashing up the bottom with their dredges but 

every scallop they take from the Channel is a filter feeder 
cleaning the water, this may not seem like much but 

multiply it by twenty boats once a week each catching 20 
tons then again by 15 years and we are talking thousands 

of tons of filter feeders”

“Reduction of crustaceans 
due to loss of habitat. 

Subsequent reduction of fish 
species which used to prey 

on the shrimps and prawns”

“Over the last 50 
years, fish num-

bers, fish size and 
variety of species 

has declined 
massively”

“Water turbidity in Pagham is becoming a nearly 
permanent feature, with only occasional 
summer periods of clear water. During 

prolonged rainy days water seems to be carrying 
much higher sediment load than usual, not 

helped by frequent sewage discharges”

Results: Other comments

“The only improvement I have seen, due 
to the lack of trawling inshore, has 

reduced the disturbance of the bottom  
letting a lot more light into the water in 

the spring months with remarkable  
results even in the first year”

“Definitely more sediment build up in Pevensey Bay 
and this is constantly stirred up by trawlers. There 

are more trawlers off of Eastbourne now as the 
exclusion zone is narrower there. Some trawlers 

have relocated from Brighton to Eastbourne 
because of this”

“Sediment often covers the nearshore 
environment - Jenny Grounds off Shoreham 

power station. Visibility inshore when 
scuba diving has decreased. Dredging of 
River Adur and dumping of spoil in the 

nearshore area affects visibility”

“Used to spend a lot of time in rockpools East 
of Brighton Marina. Many of the good 

rockpools for collecting decent sized prawns 
for bait have completely filled with silt 

(there's a pipe that dumps sediment within 
400 metres of the shore, from the Marina)”
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Respondents location, access and use of the coast
• 129 people responded, 30% live in Brighton & Hove, 59% live elsewhere in East or West Sussex, 

and 10% live outside of Sussex.
• 60% of respondents are regular sea users spending time on, in or by the sea most days (24%) 

or at least once a week (36%)
• Beach walking, sea swimming, and recreational water sports (such as rowing, paddle boarding 

surfing and kayaking etc.) were the most common activities undertaken by respondents

Respondents awareness and support of the Nearshore Trawling Byelaw
• 73% are aware of the historic kelp beds 
• 73% are aware of the Nearshore Trawling Byelaw
• 89% are supportive of the Nearshore Trawling Byelaw

Respondents observations on changes in sediment
• 53% had observed a bit more or a lot more sediment in the water
• 38% had observed a bit more or a lot more sediment on the seabed
• 33% had observed a bit more or a lot more sediment in rockpools
• In each environment <3% of respondents observed less sediment
• 77% of recreational sea fishers observed an increase in sediment in the water
• 62% of scuba and free divers observed an increase in sediment in the water
• 26% of sea swimmers observed an increase in sediment in the water
• 55% of rock poolers noticed an increase in rockpool sediment 

Respondents views on sediment change timescales and locations
• 59% of respondents had seen changes within the last decade
• 34% saw changes in the last couple of years. 
• 10% of respondents saw a change more than twenty or thirty years ago
• 80 respondents provided location data, some giving details of multiple sites.
• Common locations where changes to sediment have been observed include:

• Brighton Marina to Salt Dean, 
• Selsey, Wittering and Bognor
• Littlehampton, Lancing and Worthing. 

Consistency of sediment
• 41% of respondents thought the sediment had a silt-like consistency 
• 20% of respondents thought it was Muddy and 16% thought it was patchy. 

Respondents views on the sources of sediment
• Storm disturbance was viewed as a driver of sediment by the greatest number of respondents
• Dredge spoil dumping was the source identified by most respondents as the largest source of 

sediment followed by storm, aggregate dredging, rivers, trawling, land run-off, windfarm 
development and sewage 

Respondents views on the impacts of sediment
• 44% of respondents noted a number of impacts. Nearly half of these (49%) noted a decline in 

marine life, 26% noted a decline in the enjoyment of their activity (such as reduced visibility 
when diving or swimming to smelling or looking unsightly), 11% noted an impact to human 
health such as ear infections, 11% noted pollution including sewage and 4% noted an impact to 
their livelihood. 

Full results
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Next steps
This survey and report are one of a series of activities being undertaken by 
the Sussex Kelp Restoration Project (SKRP) to investigate the sources and 
impacts of sediment on kelp recovery and will inform the identification of 
priority actions to reduce sediment inputs from key sources.  

The survey report is publicly available and may be used by SKRP partners and 
the public to support initiatives to address local and regional sources of 
sediment.

The SKRP will explore the potential to maintain the interactive sediment 
location map for ongoing input of observations. 

SKRP partners are supporting a new doctoral research project to deepen our 
understanding of suspended particulate matter (SPM) and its impact on kelp 
growth and provide evidence-based research on SPM and sediments to 
guide coastal policy and management interventions.

The SKRP partners hope that these survey results will support individual, 
collective and collaborative action to reduce inputs of sediment to Sussex 
coastal waters, maximising the opportunity for recovery of the once dense 
and productive kelp beds and their associated inshore fisheries.
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1. Please tell us your name (if you prefer to remain anonymous, leave this blank)  
 
2. What's the nearest town to where you live  
 
3. What marine activity/ies are you involved in? (Select all that apply)  

• Commercial sea fishing, Recreational sea fishing, Scuba diving, Freediving, Surfing/paddle 
boarding/kitesurfing/windsurfing/kayaking/rowing, Sea swimming, Rock pooling, Beach 
walking, Sailing, Other (please specify) 
 

4. How often are you on or in the waters off the Sussex coast? (Select one)  
• Most days, At least once a week, At least once a month, Several times a year, Less than 6 

times a year 
 
5. Were you aware that there used to be a large amount of kelp growing in Sussex's water but over 

96% of kelp beds have disappeared since the late 1980s?  
• Yes, No 

 
6. Were you aware of the Sussex Nearshore Trawling Byelaw which aims to help the kelp and other 

seabed habitats to recover by prohibiting trawling in nearshore waters along the Sussex coast?  
• Yes, No 

 
7. Are you supportive of the Sussex Nearshore Trawling Byelaw aim?  

• Yes, No, Not sure/undecided 
Can you tell us your reasons for your answer?  

 
8. Have you noticed any changes in the amount of sediment in the coastal waters of Sussex? 

(Sediment can be particles of soil, grit, sand or other matter, that might settle on the seabed or 
turn the water cloudy). 
• Sediment in the water: I’ve noticed a bit more, I’ve noticed a lot more, I’ve noticed less, I’m 

not aware of any changes 
• Sediment on the seabed: I’ve noticed a bit more, I’ve noticed a lot more, I’ve noticed less, I’m 

not aware of any changes 

• Sediment in rockpools: I’ve noticed a bit more, I’ve noticed a lot more, I’ve noticed less, I’m 
not aware of any changes 

If you want to tell us more about your observations, let us know here 
 
9. When did you first observe changes in sediment? (Select one)  

• Over 30 years ago, Over 20 years ago, Over 10 years ago, Over 5 years ago, In the last couple 
of years, I have not observed any changes 

 
10. Where did you see changes in sediment occur? If you know the coordinates please write them 

below, and list as many as you think are relevant. If you are not comfortable using coordinates, 
you can also give us a description of where you've seen sediment e.g.  in the water 1km out and 
500m east of Worthing Pier. 
 

Appendix 1: Survey questions (1/2)
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Appendix 1: Survey questions (2/2)

11. How would you describe the consistency of any increased or different sediment you have seen?             
(Select all that apply).
• Gravel (>2mm), Sand, Sand and gravel mixtures, Silt (very fine, but not sticky), Muddy 

(sticky/cohesive), Patchy (varied sediment types in a single location), No changes in sediment 
types in a single location, No changes in sediment amount or type observed 

12. Is there anything else about the sediment you've noticed?

13. What do you think are the main sources of the sediment you've seen? Please rank the following 
sources in terms of severity from 'not a source of sediment' to 'the largest source of sediment’.
• Land run-off, sediment carried by rivers, storm disturbance, aggregate dredging, dredge spoil 

dumping, trawling for fish with bottom-towed gear, windfarm development, other

14. In the question above, if you selected 'other' as a source of sediment no matter how small, what 
source(s) of sediment have we missed?

15. Do you have any more information or evidence to shed light on your answer to Q14?

16. Are there any impacts on marine species or habitats, fisheries, recreational activities, or human 
health that you believe are directly related to any changes in sediment levels or types you have 
observed? Please provide details and any examples.

17. Do you have any other observations or thoughts on the sources and impacts of sediment in Sussex 
coastal waters that you would like to share?
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Appendix 2: Fishing news article

17



Annex 1: Tell us the reason for your answer (whether you are supportive or not 
of the Nearshore Trawling Byelaw)

Nearest 
town to 
respondent’s 
home
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Annex 2: If you want to tell us more about your observations (on changes in the 
amount of sediment in the coastal waters of Sussex) let us know here

Nearest 
town to 
respond-
ent’s 
home
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Annex 3: Is there anything else about the sediment you’ve noticed? 

Nearest 
town to 
respondent’s 
home
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Annex 4: Do you have any more information or evidence to shed light on your 
answer to Q14 (What do you think are the main sources of the sediment you've 
seen?) 

Nearest 
town to 
respondent’s 
home
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Annex 5: Are there any impacts on marine species or habitats, fisheries, 
recreational activities, or human health that you believe are directly related to 
any changes in sediment levels or types you have observed? 

Nearest 
town to 
respondent’s 
home
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Annex 6: Do you have any other observations or thoughts on the sources and 
impacts of sediment in Sussex coastal waters that you would like to share?

Nearest 
town to 
respondent’s 
home
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